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The Designing Principles of Heritage Chinese Language Proficiency Test
Wang Hanwei

Abstract This paper examines the designing principles of Heritage Chinese Language Proficiency Test, shortened as HSC. HSC is
a new form of Chinese language test designed for measuring heritage language levels of overseas Chinese people. Compared with
other test-takers, overseas Chinese people constitute a special ethnic group in at least four aspects. Firstly, their ethnic identity de-
termines that they are different from other foreigners. Secondly, their Chinese language proficiency varies greatly, and it is on the
decline since their immigration. Thirdly, they are still attached to Chinese culture emotionally and spiritually. Lastly, they have a
desire to improve their Chinese language to a level as high as Chinese native speakers’. In light of these characteristics of overseas
Chinese, we propose that HSC shall be guided by some special designing principles in order to cater to the needs of this group of test
takers. First, the Chinese language standards of native speakers and overseas Chinese speakers should be treated separately. Second,
cognition and language use should be integrated in the proficiency descriptors. Third, listening and speaking skills should be treated
differently from reading and writing skills in the test. Forth, Chinese literacy should be reinforced in the test. Fifth, Chinese cultural
knowledge should be highlighted. These principles can be significant to make HSC an effective Chinese language proficiency test
for overseas Chinese speakers.
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