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Assessing the Effectiveness of Incidental Lexical Processing Strategies in
L2 Chinese Reading
Shao Jing', Li Bin®
(1. Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies , The Hong Kong Polytechnic University , Hong Kong , China ;
2. Department of Linguistics and Translation , City University of Hong Kong , Hong Kong, China)

Key words: TCSOL; incidental vocabulary learning; lexical processing strategy; reading comprehension; inference;
consultation of dictionary

Abstract : Incidental vocabulary learning occurring in reading benefits second language vocabulary acquisition. However ,
there is no consensus in the current research on the acquisition of Chineseas an L2 as regards the processand effectiveness of
incidental learning. This study examines the strategies used in processing new words by intermediate Korean learners of
Chinese purporting thereby to shed light on the process underlying the incidental learning of Chinese vocabulary and to
provide an assessment of the effect of different strategies. Through structured interviews and cued word-recall tasks including
a delayed test, we tracked and evaluated the L2 learners’ performances and retention rates. The results showed that our
learners frequently used inference and dictionaries when faced with a new word. Their performance in retention tests revealed
that these strategies are effective in different situations. Our findings provide some insights to L2 Chinese lexical acquisition

and offer some implications for the teaching of vocabulary in TCSOL.
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Chinese Language Research from the Respective of the Younger—age Trend of
Overseas Chinese Heritage Learners
Sheng Jiyan
(Research Center for Overseas Chinese and Chinese Language Education , Beijing Chinese Language and
Culture College , Beijing 102206, China)

Key words: younger—age trend; Chinese language research; language practice; language management; functions of Chinese
language

Abstract: There is a younger—age trend among the overseas Chinese learners. Although the younger—age learners enjoy some
advantages in Chinese learning, it has been revealed that their learning is affected by their lack of interest in Chinese, the
absence of strong practicality of the language and inadequate learning resource. One of the reasons for this is that the
‘younger—age’ characteristic of the group has not received due attention. Chinese language research has contributed a variety
of theoretical guidance to Chinese teaching, and Chinese teaching has also called for a deepening of Chinese language
research. This paper discusses possible solutions to the problem from the aspects of “researching the situation of Chinese
heritage language use of Chinese children” “family language management of Chinese families” and “the functions of Chinese

»
language”.
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